A Global Call to Action: Nurses to Aid in Haiti

Volunteer & Disaster Relief Resources 

Many nurses may be asking themselves what they can do to help in Haiti. Nursing and non-profit organizations are coordinating resources to send nurses for disaster relief to Haiti.  Disaster relief volunteer opportunities require less than 48-hour notice to depart for a four-week or longer service commitment. Prior nursing experience in disaster relief or emergency interventions in ER, trauma, ICU or CCU experiences are priority for organizations selecting volunteers. 

The technical nursing skills required for disaster relief are unique, yet nurses who are interested in helping in Haiti are encouraged to apply online to the many ‘disaster service opportunities’ listed in this resource.  Nursing is increasingly becoming a global health, disaster relief, humanitarian and public health service need.  Nurses with underdeveloped nursing skills for disaster relief may want to start developing new skills to better prepare for future disaster needs locally and globally.  

This resource serves the purpose of addressing initial questions about how to help in the recovery and relief services in Haiti. Plus this resource guide identifies current news on Haiti recovery, media sources, fallen or missing nurses, and general information about the struggles in Haiti prior to the earthquake as well as donation resources to help the surviving victims of the earthquake. 

Disaster Relief Service Opportunities

Center for International Disaster Information. Volunteer opportunities in disaster settings are extremely rare, and are usually limited to people with prior disaster experience and technical skills such as health and engineering or from other specialized fields. To register your skills and experience for a possible volunteer opportunity, go to the Center for International Disaster Information's registration page.

 
International Medical Corps  (Nurse field assignments in Haiti).  Apply by February 21, 2010.

For background on application requirements, go to http://www.devex.com/jobs/jan2010-international-medical-corps-nurse
To officially begin the application process, please visit our website at http://www.imcworldwide.org/ and complete the online employment application form found under the tab "Work with International Medical Corps".  Please reference Devex.
RN Response Network (RNRN) Disaster Relief Volunteer Form

Sponsored by the National Nurses Organizing Committee (NNOC) and the California Nurses Association (CAN). Nurses all over the country can sign-up to volunteer for disaster. Registering as a RNRN volunteer does not automatically mean you will be called for a disaster. The RNRN Volunteer sign-up form can be found at http://www.calnurses.org/rnrn/rnrn-volunteer-form.html  or go to http://www.RNResponseNetwork.org
Medical Teams International

Apply online for disaster response volunteer opportunities at http://www.medicalteams.org/sf/get_involved/volunteer/disaster_response_volunteer.aspx
P.O. Box 10,
Portland, OR  97207
Fax: (503) 624.1001
E-mail: teams@medicalteams.org
http://www.medicalteams.org
Minnesota Nurses Association

Minnesota Nurses Association helping coordinate emergency nursing mission to Haiti. To register online, go to http://www.nationalnursesunited.org/ Read a brief overview of the MNA’s emergency mission at http://www.workdayminnesota.org/index.php?news_6_4315
National Nurses United

With some 4,500 U.S. nurses signed up to volunteer for a Haiti disaster relief mission – and more than 1800 of them participating in a national conference call joined Thursday – National Nurses United (NNU) today announced it will set up a command center in Miami to prepare the first team for deployment. This group is associated with RNRN.
http://www.nationalnursesunited.org/
Partners In Health 

Wanted: surgeons, nurses and other medical personnel to help in Haiti. If you are a health professional interested in volunteering, please send an email to volunteer@pih.org with information on your credentials, language capabilities (Haitian Creole or French desired), availability, and contact information. For more information, go to
http://ehealthglobalhealth.com/2010/01/13/wanted-surgeons-nurses-and-other-medical-personnel-to-help-in-haiti/
Angel Staffing, Inc.
1202 E. Sonterra Suite 501
San Antonio, TX 78258

Email: Info@AngelStaffing.net
Phone: 210-616-9526
Toll Free: 877-816-9526
Fax: 210-616-9501
Toll Free Fax: 877-616-9501 

01/13/10 Angel Staffing is in the preliminary stages of emergency response teams to deploy to Haiti. Details will be released as they become available. If you would like to be considered for one of these positions you must meet the following criteria:

· Be a currently licensed or certified- MD, PA, NP, RN, LVN, Paramedic or EMT

· Possess a valid Passport and the ability to provide Angel Staffing with a copy

· Current Immunization Record with supporting documentation

· The ability to respond and mobilize with a maximum of 48 hour notice AND the ability to remain deployed up to 30 days, consecutively

Resources       

Center for International Disaster Information offers a comprehensive resource page online 
Haiti Earthquake: Humanitarian Emergency.  http://www.cidi.org/incident/haiti-10a/
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) recruits medical and non-medical personnel to provide aid in nearly 60 countries to people whose survival is threatened by violence, neglect, or catastrophe, primarily due to armed conflict, epidemics, malnutrition, exclusion from health care, or natural disasters. http://doctorswithoutborders.org/
Change.org, A blog on Global Health & Haiti News.  http://globalhealth.change.org/blog
InterAction. InterAction’s members respond to natural disasters and complex emergencies around the globe, drawing on decades of professional experience. With funding from private donors, governments and the UN, U.S. NGOs are able to provide direct disaster relief, bring in supplies and commodities and help communities recover.
http://www.interaction.org/how-help
Jan. 13th Article: http://www.interaction.org/article/interaction-members-respond-earthquake-haiti
International Council of Nurses – Disaster Preparedness. International Council of Nurses (ICN) is set to serve as a hub for the international exchange of ideas, experience and expertise for the nursing profession. The goal of this page is to provide useful information and resources for those interested in joining disaster relief efforts or improving relevant skills. http://www.icn.ch/disasterprep.htm
Partners in Health – Help Haiti.  http://globalhealthdelivery.org/2010/01/help-haiti/
Partners in Health – Global Health Nursing & Midwifery: Community.  http://www.ghdonline.org/nursing/
USAID Fact Sheet on Haiti’s Earthquake 01.13.10-USAID-DCHAHaitiEarthquakeFactSheet01.pdf
The White House http://www.whitehouse.gov/HaitiEarthquake
U.S. Agency for International Development http://www.usaid.gov/locations/latin_america_caribbean/country/haiti/eq/
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services http://www.hhs.gov/
See: ‘Donations & How to Help’ below
Nurses in Action 

Stories of nurses deploying to Haiti to aid in emergency relief.
Erlanger Nurse, Area Doctors, Report to Haiti (Tennessee)
http://www.newschannel9.com/news/erlanger-988014-chris-haiti.html
Haiti earthquake: Interview with Leonie Saint-Ange: Nurse with SOS Children's Villages Haiti.  (Haitian) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2UCVsjS0NVY
Idaho nurse makes her way to Haiti.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BMSnxHElgR8
Local nurse to help with relief efforts for Haitians (Colorado).
Rifle-area resident and 23-year Valley View employee already had trip planned before quake. http://www.postindependent.com/article/20100122/VALLEYNEWS/100129966/1083&ParentProfile=1074
Madison Nurses Who Avoided Haiti Quake Still Trying To Help. http://www.channel3000.com/news/22241578/detail.html
Nurse In Haiti Speaks About Earthquake 'Chaos'.
http://www.mtv.com/news/articles/1629769/20100114/story.jhtml
Nurses Reach Out to Victims of Haiti Earthquake. 1/18/2010.
http://news.nurse.com/article/20100114/NATIONAL01/101250002/-1/frontpage
Pittsburgh Nurse Jessica Limpert on Volunteering in Haiti (1/22/2010)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQSD45Vv2w8
Praise for Haiti Nurse Volunteers–And a Word of Caution. American Journal of Nursing discusses the pros and cons of nursing volunteers to disaster areas. http://ajnoffthecharts.wordpress.com/2010/01/21/praise-for-haiti-nurse-volunteers-and-a-word-of-caution/
Registered nurses organization planning trip to Haiti. 
Watch a short video about the current organizing work of the Registered Nurses Response Network at http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/national_world&id=7216469
RNRN/NNU Send a Nurse to Haiti Video- www.SendaNurse.org

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AYwSLKdVtk
To Haiti and Back

An engaging article by the Johns Hopkins University Gazette about nursing faculty and students around the country. http://gazette.jhu.edu/2010/01/22/to-haiti-and-back/
Valley couple [nurse and doctor] prepares an aid trip to Haiti. In the wake of the devastating earthquake that struck Haiti on Tuesday, a Pioneer Valley couple, Dr. Jill Griffin and nurse Kim Lucey, will travel to the country on Friday to bring medical supplies. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-te748EmR5Q
Missing Or Fallen Nurses 

Keeping our hearts open to finding those nurses who are missing from the earthquake in Haiti. 

Canada, U.S. rush aid to Haiti; Ontario nurse killed in quake.. http://www.kelowna.com/2010/01/14/canada-u-s-rush-aid-to-haiti-ontario-nurse-killed-in-quake/
Elmira nurse dies 90 minutes after arrival.
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/haiti/article/750611--elmira-nurse-dies-90-minutes-after-arrival
Haiti Journal: ‘Beyond Horror’ “…150 nurses still trapped in the rubble of the nursing school building on the grounds of the General Hospital”. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-mark-hyman/haiti-journal-beyond-horror_b_426726.html
Local nurse missing in Haiti quake. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS73lgPCh3A&NR=1
Earthquake in Haiti, Nurse survivor.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wBOFmY-GY0 (Brazilian) http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/vp/34894649#34894649 (English), http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUFvjLvBM3M (British)
Nursing & Health Care in Haiti

General information about nursing and the health conditions on the ground in Haiti before the January 2010 earthquake.

Aslan in Haiti: A nurse’s perspective (2008). A touching video showing Colleen Ward-Mujica's experiences in Haiti as a nurse for ASLAN (www.aslanyouth.org)   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hZnmQaiIfk
Central Lakes College in Haiti (2008). Nursing faculty and administrators travel to Haiti to research how Central Lakes College can participate in improving Haitian health.   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0oHOpR-n0M
Delivering babies in Haiti (2008). MSF nurse Michelle Belletete worked at Jude Anne Hospital, in an obstetrics program in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, for high-risk pregnancies. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HopnwkAhc_c
Haitian American Nurses Association. http://www.hana84.org/
Haiti Nursing Foundation. http://www.haitinursing.org/
Hope for Haiti (2008).

Two nurses and a schoolteacher bring hope to people in a Haitian slum.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgFHE76HBTE
Hope For Nursing in Haiti (2008).
Video of School of Nursing in Haiti. Haiti employs one nurse per 10,000 people. Learn more about workforce development plans to increase nursing professionals in the country. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhJy5n_m9VM
Haiti Nursing School Fundraising Video (2008). Fundraising video for a Nursing School in Leogane, Haiti. Produced by Mark Ducker. Shot and Edited by Scott Allman. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzXhyJQqeeo
Donations & How To Help

The American Institute of Philanthropy (AIP) announces its top-rated list of charities involved in Haitian earthquake relief efforts. http://www.charitywatch.org/hottopics/Haiti.html
Send a Nurse to Haiti - Donate NOW

http://www.californiaprogressreport.com/site/?q=node/7352
Nurses for Global Health at the University of Maryland sent out this message on January 14, 2010 to students, faculty and staff: 

“The earthquake in Port-au-Prince, Haiti has left the hearts of the University of Maryland School of Nursing community and the Office of Global Health team deeply saddened.

 

We have received responses from students, student organizations, staff, and faculty who want to go to Haiti to help. Unfortunately, due to both logistical and safety concerns, individuals traveling independently to Haiti to assist is not suggested at this time. However, the first three organizations listed below are either currently accepting volunteer inquiries (#1) or are managing volunteer rosters which you could join.

 

The best way you, your friends and family can help and make a difference during this immense time of need is to make charitable contributions to well-known relief agencies.  The list below includes some with whom we have collaborated, as well as other well-established relief organizations.”

 

1) Partners in Health
Accepting donations and volunteers
http://www.pih.org/home.html 
https://donate.pih.org/page/contribute/haiti_earthquake?source=earthquake&subsource=homepage
 

2) RN to RN Response Network
Accepting donations and volunteers
http://www.calnurses.org/media-center/press-releases/2010/january/national-conference-call-thursday-for-1-500-rn-volunteers-for-haiti-relief-effort.html
 

3) American Nurses Association
Disaster Registry
http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/HealthcareandPolicyIssues/DPR/VolunteerNow.aspx
 
4) Catholic Relief Services
Accepting donations
Blog of on-going updates
http://crs.org/
 

5) International Rescue Committee
Accepting donations
http://www.theirc.org/
https://www.theirc.org/donate/donate-now-haiti?ms=ws_ircz_zzz_rcol_zz_zzzzzz
 
6) Doctors Without Borders
Accepting donations
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/
https://donate.doctorswithoutborders.org/SSLPage.aspx?pid=197&hbc=1&source=ADR1001E1D01
 
7) International Committee of the Red Cross
Accepting donations
http://www.icrc.org/eng
 
Web-site for locating family members
http://www.icrc.org/web/doc/siterfl0.nsf/htmlall/familylinks-haiti-eng
 
8) American Red Cross
Accepting donations
Not sending volunteers
Send a $10 Donation by Texting ‘Haiti’ to 90999
http://www.redcross.org/
 
9) World Food Programme
Accepting donations
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.wfp.org/stories/haiti-wfp-bring-food-devastating-quake
 
10) UNICEF
Accepting donations
http://www.unicef.org/index.php
http://www.supportunicef.org/site/pp.asp?c=9fLEJSOALpE&b=1023561
PAGE  
1
Rev. 1/23/10

Contributors: Linda L. Hassan, MS, RN & Nurses for Global Health, University of Maryland


