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Towards Clinical Trials for Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis
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June 12, 2008

Because

e today millions of people are living with drug-resistant tuberculosis
(TB)7

e drug-resistant TB, which is transmissible and deadly, represents a
public-health emergency,

e universal access to effective TB treatment is unachievable with
current tools,

e inadequate treatment of drug-resistant TB leads to the emergence
of extensively drug-resistant (XDR) TB, and

e there are huge gaps in our understanding of how to best treat drug-
resistant TB,

we express extreme concern that the best available treatments are of
limited efficacy and are reaching only a small fraction of people who need
them. The others are left to die, with no or inadequate treatment.

On June 10-12, 2008, stakeholders from communities, NGOs,
governments, donors, industry, and academia met in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, USA, and declared the formation of a movement that
will:

e conduct priority clinical trials that test strategies in adults and
children:
0 to shorten and improve treatment for drug-resistant TB, and
0 to prevent drug-resistant TB



mobilize the resources needed for these trials

build the capacity of trial sites

report to stakeholders on progress made, and

ensure that these efforts complement those of other groups, and
address the critical unmet needs outlined above.

For more information or to join protocol-writing groups, please contact:
drtbworkshop@gmail.com.
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The workshop was convened by partners of the MDR-TB Working Group of the Stop-TB
Partnership. It was sponsored and organized by: Boston University School of Public Health,
International Union Against TB & Lung Disease, KNCV Tuberculosis Foundation, MDR-TB
Working Group of the Stop-TB Partnership, Médecins Sans Frontiéres, Partners In
Health/Harvard Medical School, Potts Memorial Foundation, Treatment Action Group, World
Health Organization.



