Bios for GHDonline Health ITPanel Discussion on
Local Development Panel Discussion, July 19-30th, 2010
Panelist bios


Lim Chanmann, a software developer at the InSTEDD iLab, joined InSTEDD with a local web-based system development background in September 2008. At InSTEDD he was first introduced to mobile application development for an Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) hotline system, and he learns not only programming languages, design patterns, best practices and principles, methodologies like Agile, but also about the open-source community, designing usable software, especially technologies to foster health care innovation. For example, Geochat which allow collaboration through group communication, ReportingWheel which is a disease reporting tool, ResourceMap which lets you visualize and track your work/resource on the map and can be accessed from anywhere to mention a few.

Ali Habib leads the software development efforts at Interactive Research and Development (IRD) in Karachi, Pakistan. He is a Fulbright Scholar with a Master of Engineering Management degree from Duke University. Ali's work at IRD involves using open source platforms and technologies like RFID to facilitate data collection and data management. He is currently working on enhancements to mobile clients for OpenMRS and laying the groundwork for supporting MDR-TB programs in the region to deploy OpenMRS. He is also involved in efforts to monitor patient compliance using cell phone based reminder and incentive mechanisms. Ali has nearly five years of Java Programming experience. He enjoys computer games, is an avid reader of fantasy fiction, and has been known to write poetry when the mood overcomes him.

William Avilés Monterrey has worked as an informatics specialist at the Nicaraguan Ministry of Health (2000-2005) and is now the Director of Informatics for the Sustainable Sciences Institute (SSI) since 2005. He has been the lead on the design and implementation of a laboratory information management system (LIMS) and patient immunization and prenatal health tracking registries currently used in the various research studies and clinical data management projects that SSI is involved with in Nicaragua. William has a Bachelors degree (B.S.) in Electronic Engineering from the Universidad Nacional de Ingenieria in Nicaragua and additional emphasis in computer telecommunications and computer networks. He has worked with desktop, web-based and synchronizable database systems as well as mobile health data collection tools in SSI’s work using Microsoft Visual Basic, Microsoft Access, Pendragon Forms, OpenMRS and JavaROSA-based platforms.

Jacob K. Mtalitinya  is the chairman and co-founder of ITIDO and has worked at the University Computing Center (UCC - affiliated with the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) since 2006 as software engineer.  He recently led the effort at the UCC to create a new mobile application unit. He managed and coordinated the TechForum Workshop (May 2009), supported by the International Institute for Communication and Development, which brought together ICT project implementers and vendors in Dar es Salaam. Jacob was also a lead coordinator for the recent open source software/mobile application OpenROSA meeting hosted in Dar es Salaam in July 2009. He has a B.Sc. in Computer Science and is currently pursuing his M.Sc. in Computer Science at the University of Dar es Salaam. 
Moderator bios:

Melissa Loudon works for the Aquatest Project at the University of Cape Town, where she has spent the last two years researching and developing cellphone systems for drinking water quality monitoring in the remote areas of the developing world. Previously, she worked as a software developer for Cell-Life, a South African non-profit developing systems for HIV management. She has undergraduate degree in Geomatics and Computer Science from the University of Cape Town, as well as an MSc in Civil Engineering. In 2007-08, Melissa completed an MSc in Information and Communication Technologies for Development at the University of Manchester. Melissa also writes occasional articles for MobileActive.org on mobiles and social change.
Ahmed Maawy has specialized mostly in the management of technical teams as well as development of systems running on mobile, web and desktop setups on a variety of software development platforms, having a good understanding of when and how to apply both commercial and open source applications. He is both a technical team leader and a developer. He has managed software as well as web development teams and projects and has worked as a consultant on the implementation of a vast number of technical implementations. Currently working as the Software Development Manager for DataDyne.org, Ahmed Maawy manages the technical team behind the award winning EpiSurveyor platform. Ahmed has had a vast amount of experience in both commercial and non profit sector, having done and managed projects related to Enterprise Resource Planning, Human Resource Management, Supply Chain Management, Travel booking engines (working on the Amadeus travel booking engine with Kenya Airways and Tarom Airlines of Romania. He has also worked on integrating GlobalCollect, a strong payment gateway service provider with travel booking systems and other commercial applications), Online Marketing and Online Advertising, Mobile application development, and much more.

